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Caption:
 
Top photo: The former Getty station at the corner of Bridge and Main streets, as it has looked for the past three decades. Bottom: An artist’s rendering, but by no means necessarily representative, of what this crucial place in the middle of Colebrook’s downtown could look like tomorrow. 
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ENVISIONING A COLEBROOK TOWN COMMON
 
The Colebrook Common Council is trying, without using town funding, to acquire three buildings, remove them, and create a Main Street-fronting square to abut the Monument Lot and the town parking lot. Our hope is to grade and seed this great green space and let our fellow townspeople decide how to use it. Our belief is that if we do not act now, never again in any of our lifetimes will we have this opportunity to pass on such a fine thing to our following citizens.
 
We realize, in these cash-strapped times, that there are no town funds to help with this cause. We are instead relying on donations and in-kind commitments. We wish to point out that the tax losses involved in removing the three buildings would be minimal, perhaps $5 to $6 per taxpayer. We ask only that our fellow citizens take the long look at the larger picture for today and tomorrow, and we ask nothing more than the town’s blessing.
 
Colebrook, the town we have chosen or been blessed to live in, is one of the very few towns north of the notches that does not have a substantial green space---a town common---to bring us together for all manner of community functions and events. This is because unlike other towns, Colebrook was not laid out in a pre-planned fashion. After the arrival of Eleazer Rosebrook and his wife---she pregnant astride a cow and their possessions piled on a travois--- settlers coming along behind them made their pitches wherever they could. There was no plan for streets, much less a town common. 
 
Now, the town we cherish is found lacking, bereft of a substantial green space in the middle of town. We have a few small green patches, and thanks be to those who cared enough to provide those, but no large green space to hold concerts, art shows, dances, fund raisers, parade reviews, car shows, antique engine displays, winter carnival happenings, Dixville Races finish-line hoopla, July Fourth events, Moose Festival festivities, and myriad other community events. We lack what so many other towns have---a large place in the center of town to congregate and enjoy and enhance our community spirit. In short, we should create, while we still can, what so many towns but us have, a Town Common. 
 
COLEBROOK COMMON STATUS REPORT
 
What is a town common? It’s a village green, a town square, a town park.
In the Plan New Hampshire survey of 2010, and in two subsequent Master Plan surveys, an estimated 80 percent majority of us voted for a town common and a river walk. The Colebrook Commons Council will accomplish the project without any Town monies involved.
 
The Colebrook Commons Council wishes to thank those who’ve helped so much in the development of our village green project:
 
First Colebrook Bank
The Plum Creek Foundation
NCC’s Patricia Garvin
NH Preservation Alliance’s Yvonne Nanasi
Mrs. William Palmer
April Hyde
Peter Keyser 



86

image1.png




image2.png




