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Official Town Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2013

Colebrook, New Hampshire

Moderator Ronald Patterson opened the Annual Town Meeting at 7 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were approximately 60 people in attendance.

Article 1: To bring in your ballots for the selection of Town Officers to be elected by 

ballot for the Town of Colebrook for the ensuing year. 

Article 2:  Bob Holt made a motion to authorize the selectmen to enter into a five year (60 

month) lease with option to purchase agreement not to exceed $135,000 for the       purpose of leasing and possibly purchasing a replacement backhoe for the Highway Department, and to raise and appropriate the sum of $27,000 for the first year's payment for that purpose. A trade-in allowance shall be applied. The first year's payment shall be leased at the lowest rate available.  Of the $27,000 annual payments, $16,200 (60%) shall come from the Colebrook Highway Department budget; $5,400 (20%) shall come from the Colebrook Water Works Department and $5,400 (20%) shall come from the Colebrook Sewer Department. This agreement shall contain an escape clause which shall allow the Town to avoid the terms of said lease/purchase agreement, without any penalty, if any future Town Meeting votes against any additional appropriations for this expenditure during the length of this agreement.  Raymond Gorman seconded the motion.  Bob Holt stated, at the end of five years, the Town would have the option to purchase the piece of equipment for $1.00.  The motion passed with a voice vote.

Article 3:   Raymond Gorman made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate the 

sum of $2,076,022 for General Government. 

1) Executive -  $57,946 

2) Voter Registration, Town Clerk & Elections - $56,917 

3) Financial/Assessing/Tax Collection/Treasurer -  $210,908 

4) Legal -  $15,450 

5) Planning and Zoning - $7,997 

6) General Buildings -  $84,885 

7) Advertising & Regional Association -  $2,100 

8) Police/Fire/Emergency Management -  $465,816 

9) Highway, Streets, Street Lighting -  $721,620 

10) Sanitation & Recycling -  $315,199 

11) Health Agencies/Animal Boarding  -   $30,150 

12) General Assistance -  $2,876 

13) Recreation/Patriotic Purposes  -  $89,833 

14) Economic Development -  $10,050 

15) Conservation Commission  -  $275 

16) Debt Service -  $4,000 

It was noted this article does not include special or individual articles addressed.  Mr. Gorman explained the total includes a 3% raise for employees, along with increased costs for health insurance and retirement benefits.  Major outlay expenses would include a new roof for the Town Hall and sidewalk plow.  He also noted the new venture begun last year of selling recycled material realized $28,000 in revenue.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 4:  Raymond Gorman made a motion to raise and appropriate the sum of $109,787 for the

purpose of Funding the 45th Parallel Ambulance Service.   Jules Kennett seconded the motion and it passed with a voice vote.

Article 5:  Bob Holt made a motion, seconded by Jules Kennett, to raise and appropriate the sum 

of $272,295 for the purpose of replacing a culvert on Roaring Brook Road and to authorize the Selectmen to apply for any and all grants for this purpose. It is anticipated that $204,221 (75%) of the project will be funded by a FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant with $68,074 (25%) to come from the Bridge Capital Reserve Fund. No amount to be raised by taxation. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or by December 31, 2016 whichever is sooner. 

In answer to Wendell Woodard’s question as to what would happen if the grant was not received,  Mr. Holt stated the Town would be unable proceed.  The motion passed as presented with a voice vote.

Article 6:   Jules Kennett made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate the sum 

of $81,500 for the Colebrook Safe Routes to School project and for the purpose of constructing and improving sidewalks in Colebrook. It is anticipated that $81,500 (100%) of the project will be funded by a Safe Routes to School grant and zero dollars will be raised by taxation. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the project is completed or by December 31, 2016, whichever is sooner.  

Mr. Kennett explained the present plan is to construct a sidewalk along the eastern side of Dumont Street to the Colebrook School gym.  Being considered also, if money allows, is a sidewalk on Main Street in front of the Kiwanis Park and down along the back of the school to allow access to the lower level.  In answer to John Fothergill’s question regarding whether there was enough room on the east side of Dumont Street to avoid taking a portion of people’s lawns, it was related the town’s right-of-way equals eight feet.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 7:   Raymond Gorman made a motion to sell a 3.73 acre parcel of land as identified on a

plan entitled "Boundary Line Adjustment Between Lands of the Town of Colebrook 

Between Titus Hill Road and Reservoir Drive" dated August 2012, recorded at the Coos 

County Registry of Deeds as Plan # 3703, for the sum of $1,500 to Richard W. Hicks, Jr. 

and Joni E. Hicks.   Bob Holt seconded the motion.  Mr. Gorman explained this parcel would be merged with a tax-deeded parcel acquired by Mr. Hicks last year and will create an area suitable enough to build a new residence.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 8:   Jules Kennett made a motion, seconded by Raymond Gorman, to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $142,570 for the following Capital Reserve Funds: 

- Equipment Purchase (Highway)  -  $100,000 

- Police Cruiser  - $12,000 

- Bridge Fund  -  $20,000

- Assessing - $9,570 

- Office Equipment/Software  - $1,000 

The entire appropriation will be funded by taxation.  The motion passed as presented with a voice vote.

Article 9:   Raymond Gorman made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate the 

sum of $5,000 to be added to the Library Buildings Roof Repair/Replacement Capital Reserve Fund.  The motion passed with a voice vote.

Article 10:  Bob Holt made a motion to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the Water 

Reservoir Capital Reserve Fund. The entire appropriation will be funded by water user fees.  Jules Kennett seconded the motion and it passed with a voice vote.

Article 11:  Jules Kennett made a motion to raise and appropriate the sum of $476,170 for the 

Colebrook Water Works and the Colebrook Sewer Facilities. Said funds are to be 

offset by user fees. 

· Water Department -  $249,170 

· Sewer Department -  $227,000 

The motion was seconded by Raymond Gorman and passed with a voice vote.

Article 12:  Raymond Gorman made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate 

the sum of $137,727 for the support of the Colebrook Public Library; $127,102 to be raised through taxation and $10,625 of which is to come from other library balance on hand January 1, 2013, book sales, donations, trust funds, non-resident fees, other communities, overdue fines, book resale, copying fees, etc., such funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Library Trustees.   The motion passed with a voice vote.

Article 13:  Jules Kennett made a motion to raise and appropriate the sum of $82,145 for the 

operation and maintenance of the Colebrook Cemeteries, the sum of $70,145 to 

be raised through taxation and $12,000 to be raised from burials, cemetery trust funds 

and other Colebrook Cemetery revenues. Bob Holt seconded the motion and it passed with a voice vote.

Article 14:  Jules Kennett made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate the 

sum of $5,000 to be added to the Colebrook Cemetery Grounds Maintenance and Reclamation Expendable Trust Fund.  Mr. Kennett explained two extremely large monuments are tilting and need to be repaired which will require quite a bit of work.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 15:  Bob Holt made a motion, seconded by Raymond Gorman, to raise and appropriate 

the sum of $235,005 for the Colebrook Dispatch Center, $123,826 to come from participating towns; $111,179 to come from taxation.  Mr. Holt noted a committee has been formed of the core towns which will meet monthly to discuss issues and address the cost items in the budget.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 16:  Raymond Gorman made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate 

the sum of $113,902 for the purpose of Grant work. This amount is to be reimbursed from Grant revenues as follows:

- $25,000 Leak Detection Main Street ($12,500 grant;$12,500 taxation) 

- $30,000 Main Street ($30,000 grant; $0 taxation) 

- $30,000 Recreational Trails Grant ($30,000 grant; $0 taxation) 

- $16,902 Stone Garden Grant ($16,902 grant; $0 taxation) 

- $12,000 CDBG Planning Grant ($12000 grant; $0 taxation) 

Pam Frizzell asked what was the purpose of the Stone Garden Grant.  Police Chief Cass responded the town’s police officers are paid to help, through Homeland Security, with preventing illegal border crossings.  He continued participation will also enable Colebrook’s Police Department to replace two interoperable program radios at no cost.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 17:  Bob Holt made a motion, seconded by Jules Kennett, to raise and appropriate the 
sum of $37,250 for the maintenance and repair of Titus Hill Road.  The motion passed 

with a voice vote.

Article 18:  Jules Kennett made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to raise and appropriate the 

sum of $1,000 for the purpose of entering into an agreement with a licensed forester to determine if timber harvesting in the Colebrook Town Forest on South Hill Road is appropriate at this time. Reference was made to a Forest Management Plan prepared for the Town of Colebrook in July, 2009. 

Jonathan Frizzell questioned if revenue received from harvesting this property would go into the General Fund or be designated for a special account.  Donald Dickson noted the property where the Colebrook Town Forest is located was given by the Keezer family to the Water Department.  He believed any funds received should go into to the Water Department funds and be kept for maintaining lines and/or purchasing equipment.

The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 19:  Bob Holt made a motion, seconded by Jules Kennett, to raise and appropriate the 

sum of $1.00 for the purpose of District Heating design, planning, survey and right-of-way work and to allow the Town to apply for any and all grants in furtherance of this project.   Bob noted this action is to keep the account open and asked Kevin McKinnon to speak to the issue.  Mr. McKinnon explained the feasibility study was completed in December and indications were good to suppport a wood-chip biomass heating system in the down-town area.  He continued this article is not asking for tax money, just permission to apply for grant money.  Fred King expressed concern regarding how such a system would be run after it was built and whether it would need to be supported by precinct taxpayers or be a user-funded program.  He polled the Selectboard as to whether there would be any cost to the taxpayers if this system was completed.  Two felt more information was needed before making a firm decision, including the wish of the voters; one felt strongly there should never be any cost to the taxpayers.  Town Manager Becky Newton noted the need to consider this project in coordination with the Main Street project to avoid design problems later.  The motion passed on a voice vote.

Article 20:  Ray Gorman made a motion, seconded by Bob Holt, to adopt the provisions of RSA 

41:14-a, Acquisition or Sale of Land, Buildings, or Both at this duly warned meeting. The purpose of RSA 41:14-a is to provide the Board of Selectmen with the authorization, until rescinded by a Town Meeting vote, to purchase or convey real property by and through an established statutory procedure. Said RSA requires, in part, that the proposed acquisition or sale first be submitted to the conservation commission and planning board. Upon recommendation of the planning board and conservation commission, the Selectmen shall hold 2 public hearings at least 10 but not more than 14 days apart. In accordance with the statute, the Selectmen shall have no authority to sell Town-owned conservation land, any part of a town forest, or real estate that has been bequeathed to the Town for charitable or community purposes.  

Jonathan Frizzell suggested a list be created indicating the town-owned conservation land, the parts of the town forest and the real estate bequeathed to the Town for charitable or community purposes to be sure this property is not sold in error.  Paula Fletcher questioned if approval of this article would mean the Selectboard could sell any piece of land, regardless of size.  Bob Holt agreed that was possible; however, the intent is not to sell a lot of land.  He also noted the public is well protected by the involvement of public hearings, conservation commission and planning board recommendations.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 21:   Jules Kennett made a motion to raise and appropriate $34,157 to the Highway 

Equipment Capital Reserve Fund with said funds to come from surplus created by a 

$10,000 annual appropriation in 2005, 2006 and 2007 which was originally intended 

for the purpose of broadband infrastructure.  Bob Holt seconded the motion.  Sandra Riendeau questioned where the funding was at present and continued she felt the fund should remain as is because broadband can be expensive.  The motion as presented passed with a voice vote.

Article 22:  Granvyl Hulse, Jr. moved to accept, ratify and confirm the reports of the Agents, 

Selectmen, Auditors and all other Town Officers.  Raymond Gorman seconded the motion.  Jonathan Frizzell noted the auditors remark that the town is not calculating the expected postemployment benefits.   He continued the School Board had the same problem and have created a fund to address the issue.  Becky noted the Town needs to complete a study and hire an actuary.

Article 23: To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting:

Roland Cotnoir presented the Citizen of the Year award to Larry Rappaport (in absence) for his many years of service to the Town of Colebrook since moving here in 1974.  Larry served 21 years as a Planning Board Member, two terms as a Selectman, and 

has been extremely active in securing broadband and cell service for the area.  Currently he is serving as a State Representative for this district.  Mr. Rappaport’s award was acknowledged with a round of applause.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sheila M. Beauchemin

Town Clerk

