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BRIEF ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF QUEBEC PROVANCE, CANADA.

The Provence of Quebec in Canada is located directly across the US-Canadian border from the States of New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and New York. The official language of the Provence is French. There are approximately, 7.9 million people living in Quebec, with approximately 80 percent of those residing in urban communities. (Government of Canada, Statistics of Canada - 2011 Census, http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/demo62f-eng.htm). Geographically, the province is vast and varied, stretching from midway between Lake Ontario and Lake Champlain along the St. Lawrence River to the Gulf of St. Lawrence meeting the Atlantic Ocean and northward along the Hudson Bay’s eastern shore to the North Atlantic Ocean. The Provence has an area of approximately 595,400 square miles with about 2.2 percent in current use as farmland. (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/agrc25f-eng.htm). 

The nearest metropolitan region to New Hampshire is the Sherbrooke Metropolitan Area with approximately 160,100 people, about an hour drive from the US-Canadian border. Further afield are the Metropolitan regions of Montreal (approx. 4,027,000 pop.), Trois-Rivieres (approx. 155,800 pop.), and Quebec City (approx. 799,600 pop.), drive times to these metro areas are about two hours, three hours and three hours from the US-Canadian Border, respectively. (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/demo05a-eng.htm). The closest community of reasonable size is Coaticook, with a population of about 5,300, about a 30 minute drive from the US-Canadian border.

According to Estrie, a relocation organization for the Coaticook Region, Coaticook is one of Quebec’s largest dairy farming regions, and home to other important agricultural industries. (Estrie, http://www.estrie05.ca/en/coaticook). Beyond agriculture, Coaticook has a variety of manufacturing industries including clothing, furniture, metal, plastic, rubber and wood products. Coaticook also offers some of the lowest tax rates in the Provence. (Estrie, http://www.estrie05.ca/en/coaticook). An examination of unemployment and income of nearby Canadian communities to the US-Canada border reflects similar employment ratios and annual incomes when adjusted to US dollars. 

Additional information available at:

Estrie, Regional Homepage, http://www.estrie05.ca/en/.
Informational marketing relocation website for business and industry. English language.
	
Government of Canada, Statistics Canada, http://www.statcan.gc.ca/start-debut-eng.html.
Canadian Census data, both current and past, from the national to province to metropolitan level. English language.

Coaticook River Valley, Regional Tourism Site, http://www.tourismecoaticook.qc.ca/index_en.php.
Coaticook River Valley, Food Tourism Site, http://www.produitsdelaferme.com/#googtrans(fr|en).
Travel and seasonal information for visitors to the Coaticook River Valley Region. English language.
	
Regional Municipal County of Coaticook, Homepage, http://mrcdecoaticook.qc.ca/.
Regional planning, economic development, tourism, urban renewal and other planning-related work. French language.
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Coaticook Municipal Website, http://ville.coaticook.qc.ca/accueil.html.
Coaticook’s municipal website containing both government information as well as tourist and local event information. French language.
	
Coaticook Chamber of Commerce, Homepage, http://www.ccircoaticook.ca/index.shtml.
Chamber information including member business information. French language.	
For questions or comments regarding this primer, please contact Geoffrey Sewake at geoffrey.sewake@unh.edu or (603) 787-6944.
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