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The view of the Balsams from Table Rock in

Dixville Notch. (Photo taken in December 2015 by

Megan Stone.)

Opportunity is on the doorstep in the North
Country

Posted on December 8, 2015 by Britni White in Great North Woods, NH Businesses & Organizations Leave a

comment

The Balsams, a grand resort in Dixville, NH, has just

received approval of their Planned Unit Development

(PUD) application from the Coos County Planning

Board. (See: https://thebalsamsresort.com/planning-

board-green-lights-balsams-development/). This

legendary resort with a rich history has been closed

since 2011, but has a bright future, with the PUD

application approval being a big step in the right

direction. Developer, Les Otten, and his team have big

plans to make the resort, which includes a hotel, golf

course and ski area, the largest on the East Coast!

So what does that mean for the North Country?

Development comes with both pros and cons, but the

pros seem to far outway the cons in this situation. The small rural communities of northern New Hampshire

have had a hard time in recent years with the loss of several employment opportunities, one being the Balsams

itself. Without the opportunity for jobs, folks began to move away and we’ve had a decline in youth in the area.

The projected jobs that will be available at the Balsams in the coming years are noted in the following excerpt
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from a research study that was released in Feb. 2015 by Polecon Research entitled, “The Economic and Fiscal

Impacts of the Renovation, Expansion, and Annual Operation of the Balsams Grand Resort and Wilderness Ski

Area”:

“Initial Phase I construction activity for renovation and expansion of the resort is estimated to support a

total of 599 construction and construction related jobs over a 12 month period that occurs in both 2015 and

2016.” (Note that as they have been delayed in the development in 2015, the projections likely move forward to

2016 & 2017 instead.)

“Annual operations at the Balsams are estimated to result in 373 jobs initially, but grow to 1,400 by 2024 as

the resort, ski area, and other recreational facilities expand. The indirect and induced employment impacts

from annual resort and ski area operations will result in another 106 to 290 jobs in Coos County annually

between 2016 and 2024.”

“Construction of new residential “for sale” housing units at the resort will increase annual employment in

the County by as many as 134 direct, indirect and induced jobs.”

“…by 2024, the Balsams project will have created enough jobs to replace almost all of the jobs lost over the

most recent 10 year period (assuming no further net job loss in the County).”

The report goes on with lots of other data, statistics and projections. Bottom line is, if all goes well with

permitting, the North Country economy will soon be boosted, by a more solid job base, from both direct and

indirect impacts of the Balsams development project. Those looking to relocate to the North Country to enjoy

the rural life and outdoor recreational opportunities that it provides should stay closely tuned to the Balsams

on Facebook, Twitter, and on their website for updates on their plans.

Opportunity is on the horizon for entreprenuers, construction & hospitality workers and also for existing

businesses in the general vicinity of the Balsams. In other words, those on the routes leading into Dixville

Notch: Route 3 North, Route 16 North and Route 26, are in prime locations for bene ting the most from this

project, and boy could they use it. All is well and good if the northernmost towns can maintain their small town

character while bene ting from this large development project. Keeping that balance in mind is always at the

forefront, as well as not relying on it for everything, as that is what hurt the economy in the rst place. A diverse

economy is essential.

About Britni White

Britni White was raised in the Great North Woods. Growing up within a farming family in this

https://www.facebook.com/TheBalsamsResort/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/BalsamsResort
https://thebalsamsresort.com/
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← Live free or Die. It’s the NH way.

rural area, she learned early on that hard work was an important aspect of life. She loves being

active and outdoors and especially enjoys spending time with her close family & golden retriever, Chloe. Britni

graduated at the top of her high school class at Colebrook Academy in 2005 and earned an Associates degree in

Culinary Arts from Southern NH University in 2007. After working in the restaurant and hospitality industry

throughout New England, she returned north to work and create a home. She currently resides in Stratford, NH

and works as the Executive Director for the North Country Chamber of Commerce, where she nds great joy in

promoting the northern NH & VT communities and helping them to ourish. She is a leader, a self-proclaimed

workaholic, and a creative soul that truly enjoys all of the arts.

View all posts by Britni White →
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